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University of Washington School of Medicine 

2020-21 Scholarship Application Packet 

Introduction 
The School of Medicine (SOM) need-based scholarship is for current University of Washington (UW) 

medical students. It is composed of over 200 need-based scholarship funds that are constantly changing. 

The SOM Financial Aid Office (FAO) requires students to apply to the SOM general scholarship and then 

SOM FAO staff match students to the appropriate funds. We have intentionally designed the scholarship 

in this manner to eliminate confusion and save students the time of reading through hundreds of funds 

to determine which is the best for them to apply to.  

Students who will be enrolled for the 2020-21 academic year are eligible to apply for the SOM 

Scholarship. It is a need-based scholarship determined by parent and student information on the Free 

Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA). If you did not initially include parent information on the 

FAFSA, you can update it without impacting your initial submission date. 

 

The deadline for current students is April 30, 2020 11:59 pm PT.  

Incoming MS1 students will have a deadline of two months following receipt of the scholarship 

announcement. 

Students admitted off the alternate list, please email somfao@uw.edu for more information. 

 

Late applications will not be reviewed unless there are extenuating circumstances. 

 

If, you still have questions after reading this packet in its entirety, please send an email to 

somfao@uw.edu.  
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How To Apply 
 Include parent information on the 2020-21 FAFSA regardless of student age or marital status 

 Submit scholarship application survey 

 Submit 2018 parent federal tax returns via an Information Update  

 Optional: Bio-sketch (see below for more information) 

 

Appeals 
The Financial Aid Office may review an appeal to exclude parent tax information from a student’s 

application. Appeals are only considered if the student’s scholarship application is complete and the 

required parent tax return documents have been submitted prior to the deadline.  

If any of these situations apply to you, please complete the appeals form located on page 7 of this 

packet and upload an Information Update by May 31, 2020.  

• Parent tax information has changed significantly since 2018 

• Parent marital status has changed since 2018 

• Student was emancipated from their parents at a young age and have had no contact since  

• Student is over 30 and has supported themselves independently for at least five years  

• Student is married and/or has children and has supported themselves independently for at least 

six years 

 

Bio-sketch 
The bio-sketch is an optional essay that is used to determine eligibility for larger scholarships and 

scholarships with specific criteria. Please read the guidelines below prior to submitting your bio-sketch 

as an Information Update. You can submit multiple Information Updates, so if you forget to include your 

bio-sketch with your tax returns, simply submit a second Information Update. 

Guidelines:  

• Include name, student ID, entering class year (E##) and Foundations site in the top, left corner 

• Maximum Length: 1 page, double spaced 

• Format: PDF only 

• Write in 1st person (do not submit a CV) 

• Answer any of the following questions related to your medical school experience: 

o Describe one of your current leadership roles and how it has impacted you. 

o What specialties are you interested in and why? 

o Have you conducted any research and how does it apply to your medical interests? 

o How has a volunteer or service activity influenced your pursuit of a career in medicine?  

 

https://fafsa.ed.gov/
https://catalyst.uw.edu/webq/survey/somfao/386082
https://apps.concert.uw.edu/sign/finaid/INFO%20UPDATE/
https://apps.concert.uw.edu/sign/finaid/INFO%20UPDATE
https://apps.concert.uw.edu/sign/finaid/INFO%20UPDATE/
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Parent Federal Tax Return Directions 
Students must submit a signed copy of their parents’ 2018 federal tax returns (Form 1040). If your 

parents are married filing separately or unmarried living together, both parents’ tax returns must be 

submitted.  

We only need certain pages of the federal tax return. Please see screenshots below to determine which 

page(s) you need to submit. If you do not submit all the required documents, you will be contacted by 

somfao@uw.edu with a request for additional documents. You have two weeks from receiving that 

email to submit the correct documents. If you do not submit the additional documents by the two-

week deadline, your application will be marked incomplete and rejected. 

Please upload all tax documents as an Information Update. As you are completing the form, be sure to 

follow these instructions:  

• Select “2020-21” as the academic year you want to update. 

• Select “I want to submit requested documents.” 

• In Section 2, under “Parent(s)’ Documents”, select appropriate option(s) for the documents you 

are submitting. 

 

Parent Federal Tax Return Exceptions: 

• If both parents are deceased, upload a copy of their death certificates as an Information Update 

the first year you apply for the SOM scholarship. If you have previously provided a death 

certificate to SOM FAO, you do not need to upload one. 

• If your parents remarried after you became independent AND your step-parents have never 

provided support, please schedule an appointment to speak with a financial aid counselor. 

• If your parents are US residents and do not file taxes, they can submit a Verification of Non-

Filing Letter (Form 4506) for 2018 from the Internal Revenue Service. 

• If your parents are not US residents and do not pay US taxes, please provide a copy of their 

country’s tax form from 2018 as an Information Update. It must be translated. 

 

Student Checklist 
Required Documents: 

 1040 page 1 with parent signature 

 1040 page 2 

Additional Documents That May Be Needed: (double check screenshots) 

 W2s 

 Schedule 1 

 Schedule A 

 Schedule C or C-EZ 

 Schedule D 

 Schedule E 

mailto:somfao@uw.edu
https://apps.concert.uw.edu/sign/finaid/INFO%20UPDATE/
https://apps.concert.uw.edu/sign/finaid/INFO%20UPDATE/
https://go.oncehub.com/UWSchoolofMedicineFinancialAid
https://www.irs.gov/individuals/get-transcript
https://apps.concert.uw.edu/sign/finaid/INFO%20UPDATE/
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Required Federal Tax Return Documents (1040 Page 1 and 2) 

 

• You must submit a signed tax return. Please ensure your parents’ signatures are included or the 

information of a paid preparer is listed (e.g. an accountant, Turbo Tax, etc.).  

 

• If there is a number in box 1, you must submit W2s, if received. 

• If there is a number next to line 22 in row 6, you must submit a Schedule 1. 

• If there is a number in box 8, you must submit a Schedule A, unless a standard deduction was 

chosen.  



5 
 

Additional Federal Tax Return Documents That May Be Needed 

 

• If there is a number in box 12, you must submit a Schedule C or C-EZ 

• If there is a number in box 13, you must submit a Schedule D 

• If there is a number in box 17, you must submit a Schedule E 

 

• Please note W2s can vary significantly in appearance, however, most will contain the text in the 

red box somewhere on the page.  

https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-prior/f1040sc--2018.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-prior/f1040sce--2018.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-prior/f1040sd--2018.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-prior/f1040se--2018.pdf
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Frequently Asked Questions 
Will I be eligible? 

Until the FAO reviews your parent information in the system, it can be very difficult to determine 

eligibility as each student’s situation can vary wildly. We make no assurances on eligibility. 

You ask about members in my parents’ household. Who does that include? 

The parent household includes: 

 Parent(s) 

 Step-parent (if FAFSA parent remarried) 

 Children under 24, if in an undergraduate program and receiving support from parents 

 Medical student (students in graduate programs are not usually included in parent household 

size but we allow medical students to count themselves) 

 Dependents listed on tax forms (you may be asked for additional, clarifying information) 

How does a scholarship impact my loans? 

A student’s financial aid award (scholarship, grants, loans, etc.) cannot exceed their Budget/Cost of 

Attendance. If a student’s budget is fully met by loans, we will reduce the highest interest loan first.  

Why do I have to submit my parents’ information? 

With limited funds, SOM FAO takes parent resources into account for the SOM Scholarship. Our 

scholarship is need-based and intended to help reduce student loan debt.  

Are there any exceptions to submitting parent information? 

Please see criteria on page two for appeals. If you are still uncertain, we recommend scheduling an 

appointment to speak with a financial aid counselor to discuss your individual circumstances.  

Why aren’t I considered independent? 

Medical students are considered independent for the federal loans they receive (Unsubsidized Stafford 

and Graduate Plus loans). SOM FAO does not count your parents’ income as a resource, however, we 

use it to help determine eligibility for the scholarship.  

Will submitting parent information limit what loans I can get?  

No. Student eligibility for Unsubsidized Stafford and Graduate Plus loans is based entirely on their own 

information. Providing parent information potentially increases a student’s access to scholarship funds. 

How can I verify my application is complete? 

After completing the application survey, a confirmation will appear. We recommend printing/saving a 

copy. You can also log into MyUW to verify your documents have been received. Be sure to click the 

‘documents’ tab on the left hand navigation. Your submitted documents show up like this: 

 

https://go.oncehub.com/UWSchoolofMedicineFinancialAid
https://idp.u.washington.edu/idp/profile/SAML2/Redirect/SSO?execution=e2s1


University of Washington, School of Medicine Scholarship 

Appeals Request to Exclude Parent Tax Return  

Name: 
Student ID: 
Foundations Site: 
Entering Year: 

Please select which situation applies to you: 

☐ My appeal was approved in a prior year and nothing has changed

☐ Parent tax information has changed significantly since 2018

☐ Parent marital status has changed since 2018

☐ Student was emancipated from their parents at a young age and have had no contact since

☐ Student is over 30 and has supported themselves independently for at least five years

☐ Student is married and/or has children and has supported themselves independently for at least six
years

☐ Other

Please provide any details regarding your situation that may be helpful when considering your appeal 
(500 words max.) 

. 
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