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• K-12 – successful in science and math, 

volunteer opportunities, leadership roles

• College – any major, prerequisites in science, 

volunteer opportunities, leadership roles

• Medical school (undergraduate medical 

education) – 4 years, broad medical education

• Residency (graduate medical education) –

3–7 years, specialty specific training

• Fellowship – 1-3 years, subspecialty training

The Path to Becoming a Physician



Premedical Medical School Residency 
+ 

Fellowship

Medical 
Practice

MCAT
AMCAS

AAMC

USMLE

NBME

AMA + AAMC

LCME

ACGME
(27 RC’s)

International
Medical

Graduates

ECFMG

Licensure
+ MOL

FSMB

70 Medical
Boards

ABMS
(24 Boards)

Certification
+ MOC

ACCME

Continuing
Medical
Education

Slide from 2010 Presentation at AAMC Annual Meeting by Deborah Powell.

NRMP



WWAMI

• UW School of Medicine is the sponsoring institution 

for WWAMI, the five state regional medical school for 

Washington, Wyoming, Alaska, Montana and Idaho

• WAMI is a 45-year partnership (Wyoming joined in 

1996 as the second “W”) providing high-quality, cost-

effective medical education

• Partner universities include Gonzaga University, 

University of Wyoming, University of Alaska, Montana 

State University, and University of Idaho



Founding Goals 1971

• Provide access for citizens of the Northwest to 

publicly supported medical education

• Increase number of primary care physicians and 

address maldistribution of physicians

• Create community-based medical education

• Expand graduate medical education and 

continuing medical education

• Avoid excessive capital costs and duplication of 

resources by using existing educational 

infrastructure



The WWAMI Partnership

• WWAMI is publically supported medical 

education

• Each partner state provides funding for medical 

education in that state similar to other health 

professions education in that state

• Partner university participates in providing 

medical education in that state



The WWAMI Model

• Each partner state has an admission committee

• Students complete classroom work at their home 

state university

• Students able to complete clinical rotations in the 

last two years in locations across the region

• GME opportunities across the WWAMI region



• #1 primary care, family medicine and rural 

medicine

• Over 200 community based clinical training 

sites

• Cost-effective

WWAMI Success



U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  W A S H I N G T O N          S C H O O L  O F  M E D I C I N E 

WAMI Region
1974

Psych

IntMd

IntMd

Peds

ObGyn

Peds

Great Falls

Montana State 

University

Bozeman

Missoula

Billings

University of 

Alaska

Fairbanks

Anchorage

Boise

Pocatello

University of 

Idaho

Moscow

Washington State 

University

Pullman





WWAMI Medical Student Return Rate

State-specific

student return rate

Washington 52%

Wyoming 67%

Alaska 47%

Montana 41%

Idaho 51%

State-specific

WWAMI student return rate

Washington 62%

Wyoming 73%

Alaska 60%

Montana 57%

Idaho 75%

National average - 39%



Residents in WWAMI

Retention of residents who complete training in state

State U.S. Ranking

Alaska 67.6% 2

Montana 61.9% 3

Idaho 54.0% 9

Washington 48.5% 15

U.S. Average 47.2%

Wyoming 28.5% 49

AAMC 2015 State Physician Workforce Data Book 



State Physicians/100K 

population -1970

Physicians/100K 

population - 2012
US 

Rank 

2012

Washington 149 269 18

Wyoming 101 197 48

Alaska 74 256 24

Montana 104 230 34

Idaho 94 190 49

US Average 148 266

WWAMI Physician Workforce

AAMC 2015 State Physician Workforce Data Book 



Thank you

Questions?


